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Abstract

The Living Conditions of Palestinian Refugees
in Dair - Al Balah Camp (1949-2013)

The Palestinian exodus (Al-Nakba, catastrophe) in 1948 resulted in the destruction of
the economic, social and political structure of the Palestinian people and it had the worst
impact on the Palestinian society, then the Palestinian society had been torn apart and
hundred thousands of the Palestinian were forced to leave their villages and cities and
they become the status of being refugees in both neighboring countries like Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan and Egypt or in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

After Al-Nakba that had affected the Palestinian people in the year 1948, a journey of
suffering and tragedy had taken place in all its forms. The refugees have been living
under very complex demographic, social and economic conditions and the supplement
of needed daily life goods were not guaranteed, which in turn had negatively affected
their lifestyle and living conditions in their refugee's camps. The current study has been
performed because of the concern toward the refugees, which together with land right
(of being Palestinian) are building the essence of the Palestinian cause and its main title.
The study is focusing on one Palestinian Refugee's camp, that is located in the middle of
the Gaza Strip, which had been found in 1949, till the year 2013 and is named "Dair Al
Balah refugee camp”. The study is seeking for further investigation regarding the way,
how the refugees are living and try to describe their suffering and marginalization.

The study aims to take Dair-Al Balah refugee’s camp as a model from the Gaza Strip
and then to describe the evolution of growth and the geographical distribution of the
refugees (inside or outside the camp) according to the blocks of the camp and to explore
their social, educational, health and economic living conditions. Furthermore, the role of
the UNRWA as an international relief and service organization, that had been found to
take care of the Palestinian refugees and to supply & support them, will be explained.
Moreover, the current political situation as well as the national struggle of the camp will
be specified.

The Researcher adopted a lot of references, that were cited and has interviewed a lot of
the camp residents -oral interviews- as well as responsible authorities. The researcher
has appended the study with a large number of literature sources, where a lot of maps,
documents, tables, images have been cited.

One of the most important findings of this study is that the Palestinian right is constant,
reliable and obvious, no matter what Zionism tried to do to manipulate the history and
to hide it, then the Palestinian people are resistant in the face of the Israeli occupation
despite all the suffering and the tragedy endured, the Palestinian refugees have the right
to return to their homeland.
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