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Other names have been used to describe this segment within the Palestinian .1

academic and political discourses in Israel, such as “refugees in their homeland,”

“internal refugees,

n u

refugees in Israel,” and “1948 refugees.” In this paper, | will

use the designation “the internally displaced in Israel,” which is how the IDPs have

referred to themselves when naming the “Association for the Defense of the Rights

."of the Internally Displaced in Israel

Internally displaced Palestinians, international protection and durable solutions, .2

BADIL Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugees’ Rights,

.Bethlehem, 2003
dbid .3

See)iryis, S. The Arabs in Israel. Jerusalem: The League of Arab States in Jerusalem .4
(1967); Kamen, C. After the catastrophe II: The Arabs in Israel, 1948-1951. Middle
Eastern Studies, 24(1), 68-109 (1988). Masalha, N. More land, fewer Arabs: The

implementation of the Israeli policy of “transfer”, 1949-1996. Beirut: Institute for

Palestinian Studies (1997); and Masalha, N. Israel and the politics of denial:

Zionism and the Palestinian refugees. Ramallah: Madar-The Palestinian Center for

.(Israeli Studies (2003

This example and others (see Sabbagh-Khoury, A, (2011). “The Internally .5

Displaced Palestinians in Israel,” in Rouhana, N. and Sabbagh-Khoury, A, The

Palestinians in Israel: Readings in history, politics and society, Mada al-Carmel: The

Arab Center for Applied Social Research, and Masalha, 1997, p.27) provide support

for the argument that the expulsion and displacement operations did not take

place only in the context of the war between the Palestinians and the Jews in

Palestine, but were also linked to the Zionist ideology itself, which sought to gain

control over the largest possible area of land in Palestine, leaving the least number

.of Arabs on it

Kamen, C. After the catastrophe I: The Arabs in Israel, 1948-1951. Middle Eastern .6

8
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(Studies, 23(1), 453-493, (1987
The declared aims of the military regime were to enforce the law and the military .7
administration over Palestine for security purposes. In addition, the military regime
had undeclared aims, many of which were related to preventing the return of the
refugees and the IDPs to their towns and villages of origin. According to Nur
Masalha, these aims were as follows: firstly, to prevent the Palestinian refugees
from returning to their towns and villages in Israel; secondly, to displace and
evacuate the displaced persons from semi-abandoned Arab towns and villages and
expel them to other areas in the country; thirdly, to reduce the number of IDPs
who remained in Israel by expelling them to beyond the borders of the state; and
fourthly, to impose surveillance on the Palestinian citizens and isolate them from
the Jewish population (Masalha, 1997, 2003; Segev, T, 1949 - The First Israelis,
.(.The Free Press (New York), 1986
.Kamen, 1987 .8
See Al-Haj, M. The Arab internal refugees in Israel: The emergence of a minority .9
within the minority. Immigrants and Minorities, 2, 149-16(1988); and Kamen 1987
See, for example, Kabha, M., & Barzilai, R. Refugees in their land: The internal .10
refugees in Israel 1948-1996. Givat Haviva: Institute for Peace Studies, 1996
Wakim, W. “Refugees in their homeland: The present-absentees in Israel,” Journal .11
of Palestine Studies, 45/46, 90-104, and Kabha and Barzilai (1996) state that a
small percentage of IDPs accepted the offer made by the Israeli authorities, which,
for many of them, can perhaps be attributed to their difficult circumstances
following the Nakba
Al-Haj (1986) states that estimates of the number of post-1948 IDPs range .12
.between 31,000 and 50,000 persons (p. 654)
.BADIL, 2003 .13
The Galilee Society, Mada al-Carmel & Rikaz, The Palestinians in Israel: Socio- .14
.economic Survey, (2005), p. 36
The property of the IDPs in Israel is estimated at 300,000 dunams of land, which .15
srael has declared to be “absentee property” (Masalha, 2003, p. 159)
The State of Israel has enacted approximately 30 laws in accordance with which] .16

private land (for the most part Arab-owned) has been transferred to state

9 https://www.mokhayyam.com
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ownership, in practice, for the benefit and use of the “Jewish people,” thereby
excluding Palestinian citizens from the ownership and use of this land. Under the
enacted laws - in particular the Basic Law - Israel Lands, and the Development
Authority Law - almost all of this land (close to 93%) became state property
.((Masalha, 2003; Yiftachel, 2001

.Masalha, 2003 .17

Jiryis, 1967 .18

See Cohen, H. “The present-absentees:” Palestinian refugees in Israel since 1948. .19
Jerusalem: Center for the Study of Arab Society in Israel, 2002; Jiryis, 1967; and
.Masalha, 2003

..Cohen, 2000, p. 491-492; and Kamen, 1987 .20

.Cohen, 2000 .21

See, for example, “Statement by the Preparatory Committee for the Return and .22
Just Peace Conference” - (the conference was held in cooperation with
organizations lIttijah, Zochrot and the Emile Touma Institute, for the third
consecutive year): “Another year has passed since the Nakba of the Palestinian
people, the repercussions of which have continued day after day since 1948. For
us, the Nakba is not a passing event or occasion, but a reality that is based on the
tragedy and historical injustices that continue to be the founding event in the
modern history of the Palestinian people.” Retrieved July 10, 2008 from
.(http://www.ror194.org/index.php?id=293 (in Arabic
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